

BIOL 377 - In class activity – transgenic plants
Name: [insert here]

1.) You can easily extract DNA from a strawberry.  This is in part due to the fact that strawberries are octaploid, so they have a lot of DNA in them. This alludes to a disconnect between plant biologists/growers and the average consumer. When the general public were asked the following two questions there was a major disconnect between their understanding of basic biology.

Question 1.) Does a regular tomato contain DNA?  Consumers were likely to answer “No.” 
Question 2.) Does a transgenic tomato contain DNA? Consumers were likely to answer “Yes.”

Clearly, both a regular and transgenic tomato would contain DNA. 

1a.) Why would people think there is no DNA in anything else that they eat?  This not only applies to fruits and vegetables but to meat as well.  5 pts


[your answer here]





b.) What do you think is the biggest issue that prevents the general public from understanding transgenic plants?  5 pts


[your answer here]
















2.) Technology and science often get blurred with industry and the corporations that make and sell the technology.  Now that you have taken the time to learn more about the Arctic apple answer the following questions.


a.) What makes the Arctic apple different than Bt-corn?  Describe the molecular biology techniques that allowed them to make the Arctic apple compared to other transgenic plants.  5 pts

[your answer here]



b.) What is the major goal of the producers of the Arctic apple?  Think about what problem this is supposed to solve that current exists in the food industry.  5 pts




[your answer here]
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